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Gladys White West was born in Syracuse, New York, on April 14, 
1893. Her family left New York in 1906 to move to Newark, Ohio. 
Two years later the family moved to Columbus, where she graduated 
from Columbus North High School in 1911. In 1912, the family moved 
to Huntington, West Virginia. 
Gladys White attended Marshall College in 1914, with the last 
one-year class to graduate from Marshall. After graduation, she 
taught in Huntington for eleven years. She left Huntington in 1926 
to marry Doy West. 
The Wests had five children: Georgie, born in 1927, who died 
in infancy; Eleanor, born in 1928; twins Carl and Mary Lou, born in 
1932; and Ray, born in 1933. Carl died during World War II. The 
three surviving children live near Mrs. We~st in Ravenswood. 
After her marriage, Mrs. West taught or substituted until 
1961. Her husband died in 1969. 
This interview is with Mrs. Gladys White West in Ravenswood, 










Mrs. West, when did you first move to West Virginia? 
In February of 1912. 
Where did you move from? 
From Columbus, Ohio. 
Where did you move to in West Virginia when you moved here? 
Huntington, West Virginia. 
What did you do and why did you move to Huntington? 
My dad came there to work at Bradshaw's. 
MDR: You've told me before that you went to Marshall. When did 
you start at Marshall? 
GWW: In, uh, September, 1913. 
MDR: And how long did you go there? 
GWW: One year, without counting the times I went back. 
MDR: Where did you live while you were attending Marshall? 
GWW: At 641 Sixth Street. 
MDR: This was your home? 
GWW: Yeah. 
MDR: Do you remember if most of your classmates lived at home, or 
did they live on campus? 
GWW: Most of the girls lived in the dormitory in Old Main and the 
boys lived out in homes and usually tended furnaces and stuff 
like that. 
MDR: What kinds of classes did you have at Marshall? 
GWW: Well, we had a class on, uh, seminar, in which we, uh, had to 
write, uh, a paper and then we had to get up and each, each 
person in the class was given a printed copy and then we had 
to get up and discuss, discuss it. And we had chemistry and 
biology, and, uh, teachers' training, in which, uh, the class 
I taught had Mrs. Walker Long in, when she was in the eighth 
grade. 
MDR: Did you have any other classes? 
GWW: Uh, we had English class, geography class, and I can't 
remember. 
MDR: Do you remember any of your classmates in particular and what 
became of them? 
GWW: Yes, uh, Lois Lilly married a senator, and you know ... and, 
uh, Presley Shingleton became the state, the head of the 
State Police. And Shirley Starkey became one of the first, 
uh, uh, boys to take Vo- Ag, and became a Vo- Ag teacher, and 
he's still living today, and lives out in Arizona, visited me 
last summer. 
MDR: Do you remember any others besides those three? 
GWW: Oh, the, there was, uh, Edith Sayre, that, uh, lived at 
Ravenswood. She married Arthur Grimes. And, uh, my husband 
and I bought their, uh, farm they had and we're still living 
in it. 
MDR: What kinds of activities did you have at Marshall for the 
students at that time? 
GWW: Well, we, uh, played tennis, went to football games, for I'm 
a very great fan of football. I still go. And, uh, we had 
two literary societies. 
MDR: Do you remember their names? 
GWW: No, I don't have any idea. But, uh, we gave, we gave a, met 
once a week and gave a program to our own society. 
MDR: The Excelsior--can you tell us anything about it? 
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GWW: Uh, that is the magazine that out class, uh, had written and 
printed, uh, for our year. And we were going to have it 
renewed each year, but it fell through. Somebody didn't have 
sense enough to keep it up. 
MDR: How was the staff chosen for the Excelsior? 
GWW: It was, uh, I believe, voted on. I don't remember. 
MDR: How did you happen to become the one to write the poem? 
GWW: I had written poems all during the year for the Parthenon, 
and they were the only, I was the only one that was writing. 
They were beautiful poems, I' 11 tell you. More doggerel than 
poems. But I've always done that. I still write once a year 
for the Ohio Valley Farm Woman's Club. 
MDR: You told me once about a camp meeting of Billy Sunday's that 
was held in Huntington. What do you remember about that? 
GWW: Uh, yes. Billy Sunday came there in the summer of nineteen-
thir--, no 1914, or spring, and he had had a big tent, or 
rather a building put across Fourth Street and, let's see, 
no, Fourth Avenue and, and, uh, Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Streets, and, uh, it covered the only intersection. And we 
used to go in a body to the meetings. Homer, uh, there was 
a song leader. His name was Homer something. And, uh, Billy 
Sunday, one time a group of us was sitting out waiting for 
classes to start, and, uh, Billy Sunday came along to 
Marshall and, uh, talked to us out at the Fourth, uh, Avenue 
entrance. 
MDR: What kinds of dating habits did the students have then? Did 
you date much? 
GWW: Well, uh, not a great deal. And nobody went steady unless 
they were engaged. They went in groups. We had, we took 
walks on Sunday afternoon. And went to the picture show 
occasionally, got in for a nickel. 
MDR: Where was your first teaching job? 
GWW: In Huntington, at, uh, now, what is now called The Maples, at 
Sixth Avenue and First Street. It was a tall brick building, 
four rooms, and they built an annex on the back, which was 
the first annex in Huntington. And I taught a first and 
third grade combination, with forty children. First grade 
was all of the leftovers. They were anywhere from six years 
to ten or twelve years old. And the third graders were a 
very brilliant bunch of youngsters. 
MDR: What kinds of facilities did you have? What kinds of 
facilities, the classes, the desks; what was it like? 
GWW: Well, there wasn't much. We had a few extra readers and, uh, 
you just had what you made yourself or bought and carried in. 
Didn't have very much to go with, to do with. Mr., er, uh, 
Mr. Foulke was the superintendent of schools. He came on, 
uh, the last week of school and called the kids up one by one 
to read and then he graded you on what they did, and, of 
course, instead of calling my third grade, which could do 
something, he called my first grade, and they couldn't do 
anything. 
MDR: What kind of grade did you get from him? 











Wright came the next year. 
What was your starting salary as a teacher in 1914? 
Forty dollars a month. And I bought a piano. 
A piano? Then. 
I paid three hundred ninety dollars for a Kimball piano. 
So you would say that forty dollars a month was enough to 
live on? 
No. You could buy a winter coat for twelve dollars, which 
was a big price. And shoes were two dollars and a half. So 
it didn't, it really didn't cost much, but it, but nobody 
else had anything either. 
And you were still living at home at this time? 
Yes. 
Uh, how long did you teach at this first school? 
Uh, I taught there four, uh, four years and then went to 
Emmons School at Twenty- Eighth Street and taught there one 
year for Miss Alice Freeman and, uh, went to, uh, Enslow 
Junior High and taught art, penmanship and, uh, for two or 
three years and ended up teaching arithmetic in junior high. 
MDR: Do you particularly remember any of your students from that 
time? 
GWW: Yes. The F eoples' boys that, uh, run the, uh, t fant and 
awning company and their sister, uh, became music teacher. 
Julia Ann became music teacher in the schools. I had Frank 
Enslow, Jr., who is still living today. There was one that 
became a professor at Marshall. One became the, uh, head of 
the police department in Huntington, and, uh, Mrs., uh, uh, 
Mrs. Wilson, uh, Miss Wilson that is married and retiring 
fQf\m the sys-, from the Huntington system. Retiring either 
from Marshall or the Huntington system now, this year. She 
was, I saw her name in the paper the other day and forgot. 
MDR: How did you happen to leave Huntington? When did you leave? 
GWW: I left in, uh, June of 1926 when I got married and I went to 
Fairmont. And we lived there until 1929 in Augu~ and I came 
back to Fair-, to Huntington and then we went back to 
Fairmont in '3 5, Lincoln's Birthday. We moved up there, '3 5, 
and, uh, came, came to Ravenswood in '40, August, '40. 
MDR: How did you happen to meet your husband? 
GWW: I met him through a friend who told him about me and I, and 
he wrote to me and I wrote to him. We met in August, thirty, 
uh, 1925. I saw him five times and we were married June 7, 
1926. That's awful. 
MDR: What kind of job did your husband have after you were 
married? 
GWW: He was, uh, a groceryman and worked for the Piggley-Wiggley 
Company in Fairmont and in Huntington. And he, one of his 
pa-, uh, patrons when he was about, the boy was about 
fifteen, was a golf champion, is now, you know. 
MDR: Do you remember the beginning of the depression? 
GWW: Yes, I do, because, uh, they, uh, said, put a moratorium on 
wages. And my husband was making pretty good salary and, uh, 
because because they said, uh, you were sup-, you couldn't 
give more than so much, uh, his, uh, bosses cut his wages. 
I'll always remember that. 
MDR: Were you teaching at this time? 
GWW: No, I had little children. 
MDR: How many children did you have? 
GWW: I had five. I had, uh, Georgie, who was a spina bifida baby. 
She was paralyzed from the waist down. And the next year I 
had Eleanor, uh, who was born on October 13, uh, 1927, and, 
1928, and Georgil, died the next day. Then I had twins born 
November 16, 1932 and Ray that was born on December 10, 1933. 
MDR: After your children were born, did you go back to teaching? 
GWW: I substituted in Huntington, and, uh, I didn't teach at 
MDR: 
GWW: 
Fairmont because the children were too little. I didn't 
teach again until 19, about 1942, in, here in Jackson County. 
When did you move to Jackson County? 
In 1940, in August. Uh, my husband's business, uh, 
disintegrated, you might say. And, uh, he was owner of a 
store in Fairmont and, uh, we came to Jackson County because 
our, we had relatives here. It was easier, cheaper. 
MDR: Where did you move to in Jackson County? 
GWW: Uh~ out on the Pickens Farm at, uh, on Route 56 at Silverton. 
We lived there six years, and then we bought this place. 
MDR: And you've lived here ever since? 
GWW: And lived here ever since. 
MDR: When did you begin teaching again in Jackson County? 
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GWW: About 1942. I did a lot of substitute work. I taught two 
terms of school in a country school. And I taught, uh, I 
substituted out at Wilding and taught Carroll Staats when he 
was in the sixth grade, and he's since been principal of 
Ravenswood High School. 
MDR: Do you remember any of your other students here? 
GWW: Um-hum. Bill Ritchie (Comissioner, State Department of 
Highways) , Connie Ritchie, uh, Martha, Miss Shockey. I guess 
I had pretty near everybody of importance. I substituted in 
the high school and in the grade school and, uh, substituted 
at, uh, was Vo-Ag teacher for six weeks out at Gilmore. 
MDR: Vo-Ag? 
GWW: Yes, I, their teacher left them in, uh, December and the new 
Vo-Ag teacher couldn't come for six weeks. He was finishing 
up his work at Marsh-, at, uh, West Virginia University. And 
they put me in because I had good control over the kids. 
MDR: Do you remember what Ravenswood was like when you first moved 
here? 
GWW: Yes. It was a small town, and, uh, they, four, my children 
belonged to 4-H and the, uh, boys were housed in the old 
grade school building and the girls were housed in the NYA 
Hall. And they had to supply their own cot, and all their 
bedding and most of their food. You, you took live chickens 
and I waited, took butter in, in, in the middle of the week, 
and, uh, they took, uh, they had little sacks that they 
carried their own knives, forks, spoons, and dishes in. And, 
uh, they fed them from the high school, although there wasn't 
any cafe- , cafeteria, but they managed to cook there. And 
Punk Starcher was one of the, was, went to 4- H camp with 
them. Uh, the children got a lot of good out of 4- H and 
there was, and I belonged to the, uh, uh, Homemakers, uh, for 
thirty- two years. And to two different homemakers' clubs. 
END OF SIDE ONE 
MDR: Mrs. West, do you remember what the town was like when you 
first moved to Ravenswood? 
GWW: I'm sorry, dear. It was, uh, uh, quiet, tree- shaded town, 
uh, and, uh very pleasant people. They've always been 
friendly. And, uh, they have, only had two schools, the 
grade school and the high school. The grade school went 
through the sixth grade and the high school took took from 
seventh to the, through the high school. And, uh, they were 
very nice people. In fact, when, when, uh, there wasn't 
much, uh, thievery or anything like that going on. It was 
just a pleasant place to live. And we were always glad that 
we came. 
And, uh, then when these, uh, along in October, 1952, they 
started to put the Route 2 down over here. Uh, we didn't, 
uh, at that time, with the inside of our house, we had one 
house we could see from our house. That was that little 
green one. And, uh, right in front of our house now, there's 
a trailer court. And how many trailers there are now, I 
don't know, but at one time, when the construction workers 
were here, the, they, uh, moved in fifty trailers. And some 
place in among the movie camera stuff, my daughter has a 
picture of it. 
MDR: What was the town like? What kind of stores were downtown 
when you first moved? 
GWW: Well, there was two hardware stores. There was a feed store, 
a wholesale grocery, uh, Click's Department Store, uh, 
Slaven's Department Store, a five-and-ten, uh, barber shop. 
MDR: 
GWW: 
There was a store where Gino's is now, uh, that shortly went 
out of business. It was, uh, uh, clothing store and the, one 
of the hardwares belonged to my brother-in-law. And he moved 
in the corner where the, uh, clothing store was and, uh, then 
he moved across the street where the, uh, pool hall is now. 
And then he moved across the street again on the other corner 
and sold to Boso-Ritchie and they built a building up, uh, 
two blocks away and moved up there and finally went out of 
business. 
And up where all the new part of the, of the town is now, Boso-
Ritchie had, uh, some, a dairy, cow-barns and everything. 
And it's quite different to look at, at the buildings up 
there and see all the beautiful homes and churches and 
everything and to think of, of them once being, uh, uh, 
farmland and, uh, pigs and all running around up there. 
What made Ravenswood change so much? 
Uh, when Kaiser came in here and they had started Route 2, 
and then, uh, the, Kaiser has helped the town a whole lot, 
because there's more business. And, uh, the schools--while 
we always had good schools, and, uh, the boys and girls form 
here, uh, were accepted at any college. Uh, they, the 
explosion of the schools was terrific. We were, uh, Kaiser 
built a primary school, but even then, uh, the old grade 
school was in use. And I have had as many as fifty children 
in a class and seven classes a day. And the, the children 
moved in and out because they were construction workers. 
And, uh, our children went, some of them went back to 
l I 
Seattle, Washington, and they were accepted with as high a 
grades as what they had here. There was, the teachers did a 
marvelous job with them, when you consider that there was so 
many moving in and out all the time. Uh, our, uh, teachers' 
record books at the end of the year were awful looking 
because of the change in the cla- , in the classroom personnel 
during the year. 
MDR: How many different subjects have you taught regularly, not as 
a substitute teacher? 
GWW: I taught geography, history, and West Virginia history, and 
arithmetic mainly, and spelling. I taught a class of, of, 
uh, slow learners, very slow, with an I.Q. less than 70, to 
spell. 
MDR: How did you manage that? 
GWW: Well, we picked out the basic word and then if the word had, 
uh, two letters alike, we called them twins. And if they, 
uh, we picked the little word out, and then we'd add the 
other letters to it and if they were at the beginning and the 
last of the word, we'd, uh, call them still twins, but 
separated. And the children seemed to get the idea. I had, 
I had real good luck with them. 
MDR: 
GWW: 
What kinds of activities did the schools have when you came? 
When the, uh, the main thing was their athletics and, and 
band. And the original band, they didn't have much uniforms. 
They had, the girls wore white skirts, pleated, and a red 
capes, satin-lined. And the boys a red cape and white pants. 
And, uh, there was only about forty in the band. And Carl 
was the youngest band member. He was in the fourth grade and 
he had the drums, and the rest of the kids were in high 
school. 
MDR: This was your son? 
GWW: Yes. And, uh, when they got into high school, Mary Lou and 
Carl were both drummers. And, uh, Ray played in band, too, 
but he wanted to, uh, uh, go out for athletics. he was one 
of the bench- warmers. He, uh, dearly loved to play football, 
but he just wasn't one of the star members, but he helped 
because he let them practice on him. And, uh, when they 
graduated, he was, uh, they had the band, the band play out 
in Flinn Field and, uh, they all were in it. And, uh, today, 
instead of forty members, we have a hundred eighty. And that 
is only in the senior band. That doesn't include, uh, from 
the sixth grade up. They have four bands at our high school 
and the senior band is so big that they can't, uh, all 
practice at the same time until the weather's good enough to 
put out on the field. 
MDR: Before we end this interview, can you tell us how you think 
your profession, teaching, changed in the time that you 
taught? 
GWW: Yes. I, I was one of, our, our, uh, reading. They first 
started the year that I first started to teach to teach, uh, 
by word instead of, uh, phonics and letters. And the first 
children, when they got into, into high school, uh, couldn't, 
uh, uh, do very well with dictionary work because they didn't 
know their ABC's. And now they' re teaching ABC's again, 
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which is the best way. And I believe that the new math will 
go the same way. Because, uh, they need the multiplication 
tables and the combinations in arithmetic. You cannot, uh, 
do ordinary work without that. Now don't you believe so? 
And, uh, their geography, I think there's something lacking 
there, and I think definitely there is something lacking 
in History, because we don't teach enough patriotism. I 
really believe you should, uh, teach the children to respect 
the flag and obey the laws. And some of them aren't taught 
that. 
MDR: Do you remember whether discipline in the schools changed any 
in your time? 
GWW: Yes, because we were allowed to spank. And now you mustn't 
touch, even the mothers and fathers don't touch. And I think 
that, I don't mean beating children up, but I do believe you 
should make them understand that they must obey the laws and, 
of school and country. I really do, don't you? 
MDR: Thank you so much, Mrs. West. The following material is from 
an earlier interview with Mrs. West. 
Where did you meet your husband? When did you get married? 
GWW: I didn't, I didn't meet him. I, I got a letter from him. A 
friend of mine, well, Mrs. Orsie Lawson, over at Ripley. Uh, 
he used to work at Ripley, and, uh, she, uh, was going to 
visit, uh, cousin, uh, aunt, and she had to go to Millwood. 
And, uh, get the RS&G, well, she rode the RS&G to Millwood. 
And then she got, had to wait on the Huntington train, uh, 
and it was, oh, about three hours, and the two of them were 
stuck there at Millwood for three hours and I guess they 
talked about everything. And she told him about me. And so 
then she wrote to me and said that she had told this fellow 
about me. And he, uh, wrote to me right away too, and then 
he, then we wrote two or three times and he came to, uh, 
Ripley in August. That was 1925. And he, uh, came to see me 
in Au-, over there, I was visiting her. And I met him five 
times and we were married in June. Isn't that awful? 
MDR: How many children did you have? 
GWW: Five, five. Georgis was born in 1927, and she died October 
8, October 14, in 1926, uh, '28. Eleanor was born the day 
before Georgie died. Georgie had a spine bifida. She was 
paralyzed from the waist down. And, uh, then I had Mary Lou 
and Carl in 1932 and Ray. 
MDR: Uh, when was your first teaching job? 
GWW: Nineteen-fourteen, six weeks after school started. And I 
taught in the first building that was an annex outside the 





And when was your last teaching job? 
At the old grade, old grade school in '61. 
You had a long career then, didn't you? 
Yeah. I didn't, I when they was, there was lots of years 
that I didn't teach. But I substituted up here all during 
the World War Two years. And I was the only substitute that 
was allowed to teach from the first grade through the 
twelfth grade, and, uh, without a degree. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
